Rabies is an infectious viral disease that is 100 % fatal if post-exposure prophylaxis is not administered prior to the onset of clinical signs and symptoms. Rabies affects domestic and wild animals, and is spread to people through bites or scratches of rabid animals.
people succumbing to rabies annually.
Transmission
People are usually infected following a deep bite or scratch by an infected animal. Dogs are the main host and transmitter of rabies.
Transmission can also occur when infectious material -usually saliva -comes into direct contact with human mucosa or fresh skin wounds. Human-to-human transmission by bite is theoretically possible but has never been confirmed.
Rarely, rabies may be contracted by inhalation of virus-containing aerosol or via transplantation of an infected organ. Ingestion of raw meat or other tissues from animals infected with rabies is not a confirmed source of human infection. 
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Clinical features
The rabies virus infects the central nervous system, ultimately causing disease in the brain and death. The early symptoms of rabies in people may be similar to that of many other illnesses, including fever, headache, and general weakness or discomfort. The initial symptoms of rabies also can be an unusual or unexplained tingling, pricking or burning sensation (paraesthesia) at the wound site. As the virus spreads through the central nervous system the disease progresses, and more specific symptoms appear .
Two forms of the disease can follow. People with furious rabies exhibit signs of hyperactivity, excited behaviour, hydrophobia (fear of water) and sometimes aerophobia (fear of flying). After a few days, death occurs by cardio-respiratory arrest.
People with paralytic rabies accounts for about 30% of the total number of human cases. This form of rabies runs a less dramatic and usually longer course than the furious form. The muscles gradually become paralyzed, starting at the site of the bite or scratch. A coma slowly develops, and eventually death occurs. The paralytic form of rabies is often misdiagnosed, contributing to the under-reporting of the disease.
The incubation period for rabies is typically 1-3 months, but may vary from <1 week to >1 year, dependent upon factors such as location of rabies entry and rabies viral load.
Diagnosis
No tests are available to diagnose rabies infection in humans before the onset of clinical disease, and unless the rabiesspecific signs of hydrophobia or aerophobia are present, the clinical diagnosis may be difficult. Human rabies can be con- 
Local treatment of the wound
This involves first-aid of the wound that includes immediate and thorough flushing and washing of the wound for a minimum of 15 minutes with soap and water, detergent, povidone iodine or other substances that kill the rabies virus.
It is mandatory to organize sustainable mass dog vaccination campaigns and dog population management programs in addition to the improvement in education of the public about rabies prevention especially where it is needed most. 
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